SURGERY
I couldn't have done so, as I told him, even had I
wished, for the parts of " Sindbad the Sailor " which
he showed me did not contain any prescriptions, but
were directed to certain phenomena of the sea, and
to certain hallucinations of the whaler's crew,
" Where weighed Atlantics lift and pour
In thunder down on Labrador,
They heard, beyond a din and roar
Like Thor's great mallet,
The calling of the Coal Quay Whore
Which has no palate."
There was reference to certain symptoms that were
experienced by the whale who thoughtlessly swallowed
the sailor. As far as I remember, they referred to
the colouring effect of calomel on infants' stools,
which turn green, and a suggested origin for Green-
land from the effect of the mercury in Sindbad's
system on the innocent cetacean.
" Where that cetacean defaecated
A continent was concentrated
From all the food evacuated.
Which made no mean land;
And from its colour, when located,
They called it Greenland."
After all, you cannot memorise a whole poem when
you have only been allowed to see part of it. I
remember his comment on the side of the page, about
the sailors hearing the calling of the lady who had no
palate. It was written as a parody on the marginal
glosses on the "Ancient Mariner." "The sailors
hear the Siren voices." And I remember his de-
scription of the storm, which seems to have been
pretty bad.
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